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carried kead- -long ; They meet Of, in the ney hav grope in the 
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. FRIEND, 


with his own Hand, and having recerved no Line from him, © 
to firnifie whether he at the ſecond Jiew, or more mature Deli-' 
beration, wil! diſown any of them, 1 have now diſcharged my 
Mind inabrief Anſwer to them, not being Conſcious in my 
ſelf that I hawe wronged him in a Word: Þ ams not doubt- 
ful, a thou readeſt in an Even Impartial Spirit, andin 4 
Mind woid of Prejudice, but that thou mayſt reap Pro-« 

_ ft hereby. So commending thee to the Grace, Love and 
Lig htof God, which i able to teach thee to profit, and pre- 
ſerve thee from Evil preſenFand tocome; in a Meaſure of i” 
I remain thy Friend, = ht 
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Feremiah Ives, | | 
Here-with ſend thee ſome of thy Notions or Opi-: 
nions; My End in ſodoing is two-fold, F:rft, That - 

thou mayſt.rake a ſecond view of thy Notiong and Con- 
ceits, and ſee whether I have notcd them right, betaze 

I communicate them further. Aud Secondly, It chou 
ſtand by chem, 1 have ſomething in my Mind to com- _ 
mir to Paper concerning them, in order to ſhew thee, if 
poſſible, thy Darkneſs and ignqrance in the Things of. 
God, though chou haſt been a long Protcſſor and preten-_ 
&cd Miniſter of them + Ayd indeed thou didſt behave 
thy ſelf more like acunping Sophiſter, with cra.tySleights 
r0 gain upon the Ignorant at that time,then like a Grave 
Conſcientious Diſputer for the Principles of theChriftiap, 
Religion : And whether thou Jeancſt or truſteſt more up-. 
on thy Acquired Cunning, and Artificial Reaſoning in. 
thy Diſputes, and other thy. pretended Services for God 
and the Good of People, then upon the immediate Af. 
Gſtance, Guidance and Motion of the Spirit of God, I 
do deſire thee ſeriouſly to confider, and leave it to his. 
Witneſs in thy own Coaſcieace roanſwer., The Things 
of God arc very weighty, and ought to be ſpoaken of 
and medled with by a bridled Tongue, and clean Hands, 
aid in a weighty and ſerious Spirit, . which is ſeaſoned 
with Grace & Wiſdom, and enabled todivide the:Word . 
aright ; which Wordis compared to Milk,Strong Meat, 
Bread, a Hammer, Fire, Sword, &c.. Now he that pro- 
feſſeth himſelfa Miniſter of Chriſt Jeſus, and is nor ſea- 
ſo:1ed and endued with thi: Wiſdom to divide this Word 
arig'1t, deceives himſelf and others, Confid. r thy Stan- 


ding aid \V ork, thy latter Day approacheth, leſt the ow | 
c< 7 


' tothemu which Principie: and Pcople I have known thee. 


&livered to.the Saintsx. which Faith purifies the Hearty + Cr 


ſer upon-thee, or the __ of God leave firiving with - 

thee, and thy Candle be pat out, ard thy Day be turn= > 
ed into Darkneſs over thee, 7 hiv.is a Warning ia Love 
to thee, fromone who believes the rinciples of the true 7 
Chrift:an Religion, proteſled by thoſe in Scorn call'd Nu4-. 
hers, and loves all that walks i1-chem,and lives according 


to-be an Oppoſer of this 15, or 46, Years; but the Ged + 
whom they Fear and Serve, hath hitherto blaſted thy En« 7 
deavours,. together with ail the reſt of the Champions of 
Myſtery Babylon, and hath cauſed the Knowledge of his 
precious Truth toencreaſe, and-hath eſtabliſhed man *% 
Thanſands in-it,. and furniſhed them with-Strength and - 

Wiſdom to contend for that one Faith which was once 


and gives ViRory over the Worlg-, which Faich,and. the 
Work of .it, is much wanting among all the Sets in * 
Chriſtendom, though they. haxe made ro themſelves wany 
Faiths, .cyery,one contending tor the. Work ot their own; 
Hands, and walking in.the Light.of their own Sparks, 
& in the End lie down in Sorrow;out of which Eſtare the 
Lord hath.redeemed many, and his Hand is ſtretched ous 
ſill ctoredcem and deliver more , which 1s alſo the earneſt # 
Defire and ExpeRation of him, who deſires the Temro- | 
ral and Eternal Good and. cltarc ot. all-Mankind, and 
remains thy Friend, : 


Southwark, the 5th). . William Shewen, 
of . the 3d Moneth, >- 


1674- 
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Some of the Opinions of Jeremiah Ives, divul- 


. 


-* ged inthe Market-Place at Crayden in the 


County of Surrey, :the 24th of the 
| 2d Moneth, 1674. 


Sd BY: HG Body that s now the Habitation of the Soul and 


Spirit, ſhall riſe azain, and enter with the Soul wtted, 

zato — Foy or Torment. ; 584 
Ft may be in the great Day of Fndgment God may receive 
#he Heathen fo Glory ;, but it is more then they know whether he 
will or no : For thi People that have not the Scriptures among 
thin in common, have no Knowledee of their f rants Eſtate, 
' All the Light in mencould never teach them, diſcover or re- 


wed! wzto them, That Chriſt was bora of a Virgin, -and 
"that he ſuffered, 8&c. 7t may tell them, that Blaſphemy and 
 Drankenneſs, &c. & Sin; but conla'never tell that God would 


favs them. | 
* 7 de deny that every man ts liphted with the Light of Chriſt , 


for the Scripture ſaith, That many are in Darkneſs, and 


ſtumble, becauſe there is no Light in them, 
That the Lieht which liehteth every man is not the Light of 
Chriſt ; yet it 6 a Divine Light, | - | 
There ts 4 Natura! Light in all men, which may (hew them Sin, 
and this Natural Light is Divine , for every Gift.of Godis 
perfe& ; therefore Divine, {-. 7 
Men may ſin out all Senſe of Sin, and become Darkneſt, and 
have no Light in them. 
The Sun may ſhine, and ſome wen may ſhut their byes, and 
will 


—-> 
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Father, Son and Spirit are Divine, but uot one. 
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; 4nd ſame are blind, and cane fſerit: Arethiy © 

therefore enlightned by it * Solikewiſe, 56, © 
1 will ftick by the preſent Trauflation of the New Teſtament, ** 
which was effetZea by Twenty or Thirty Learned Wiſe Men, by 
the King's Amthority y, and if I underſtood Greek never ſp well, I 
it would be wn maennerty to contradiff them, '$ FEY 
The Light that is come into the World was defigned of God te * © 
enlighten every man; but Thouſanis are not enlightened by it,” = 
George Whitehead 42d William Gibſon are:»ot enligh- - 2 
rened withthe Light of Chriſt, though 1 graxt, that there 6.4: * 
Light in ewery man;whith is Divint,yct not the-Lighs of Chrift..- —* 
1 denythe the Light of God is ovewiththe Light of Chriſty, 
the Father and Son are Relatives, but not bue 4, the Light of the- 


ee 


That which is Divine in God, becomes Natural when given... © 
18.21N, _ 6 Wr_ 
Some in thi World are without 5: þ therefore” ſome in 
the World are withoat the Light of Chriſt... + 


I noted theſe atthe Time and Place aforeſaid inShort-Hand, and” - * 
I know notthat I have weenged thee; if thoujudgeſt otherwile,.: 
Ldefir. to hear fromthe ſuddainly, - <MS: 
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DETECTED «« 


He ſame Body tht « now the Habitation of 
Opinion, | tbe Soul and Spirit , ſhall riſe "agaiy, 
and enter with the Soul united into E- 

verlaſting Foy «r-Torment. 


Anſwer, The DoQrine of the Reſurretion of the Jut and 
Unjult in the- Day of Judgment, and their future Eſtate in Joy 

_ or Torment, -was alwayes aſſerted by us in Scorn called Ge 
kers ; though wickedly inſinuated and divulged to the contrary by 


our Oppoſers : And this whole Nation =y be convinced = 


recetved,'! | | 
ole hep oo our Contiences' Yo of- 
he number "of thoſe, theti'n might we ſay, 


orrow: NE ſhall dye; And let us run down wikkthe Sream of the 
imes we: live1 ifs. Tad be Men Pleaſers, *afd fopreſexveourſelves 
m Suſcring : . Bet. our Converſation ors reveniineriid 


fro 

| itis great gnorance, if nor Frei hop br: nip vor 
: he boch Profcſſors & Prophane;td endeavour to 

ſuch aYoQtine vpon us : But we pitty ponds 

that it is the Wofk of that old Adveriaty; the Devil -Gwhichta 

p "in the Hearts of the Children of Dilsbedierive)/ on! purpoſe/to 

| © make us odious and hateful to the Peopſe, '\who have 4 grow Thi 

| ditional Faith concerning the ReſurreCtion,” as of other: Truths'sf 

; *the Goſpel! of | our Lord and Saviour Jeſus Chriſt, / 


 Iniquity is great ullo , and they are teveal'd ro the Babes: nd-Suck- 
lings, and hid from the Wiſe and Prudent 6f this Wsr rk; che Wi 
and Cunning of men. finds it not 'out; jo met rh ode yaw 

| "he World comprehend it ; 'the Bulie, Higl-riinded, 
"Contentious C orinthians would be-pry into ppm: "Mm 

l known to them by the Spirit of 'the fo: 'biit Paul, the! 
dealt wilcly and gravely with them, *g# them many. Jt 
proofs for their high brogeents, , telling —_ JO 
not {peak to them as unto” one a 
Meat: to- a them, P; th 


'Carnal; and cSuld tior mini | 
but Milk ; having Envyings, Ss 6s kh Diviſions gs ba thern ; 

| he concludes they were Carnal, and walkt as nien; wiſe and: | 
| in their own, conceits: Bur fairrhe'to thert, 7f »ny among you aces: 

| be wiſe im '4bis World, "let himrbe 4 FooE Vhat be m ay be hoody 

| Wyfdor of of this Warld it Focl; neſs with'&' bh Se; 1-Gor: 3.:-And 

| = moſt of his Epittle he re rehends thein for their Failing and 

| regs... 1 YER =: 


Now ſome among them teaches this RR Ther there'ir as : 
0 WRYER, of he Dead: Eee hte © - 


"4 19 {4u9-7;30% EEnvmnce 


: I our fill of Pleaſure inthe ings of "oe Werld Li I 26 


Fl vite the Tontrary ;\ and-mmpartia orga =; 


Now the Myltery of Godlineſs is great, and the Myktery of * 3 


be: . 
vſ 


/ "tions paſty -and what he is.able.ta. 


”, im 


19th verſe, wherehealfo ſaith, If #2 this Life only we have Hope, 
we are of all men gnoſt' miſerable, &c.. For ſince by Nan came 
Death; ſo by Mantamealſo the Reſurrettion : In Adam all dye, tn 
Chriſt fhell-all be; mayle alive, (he: that reads. let him nderfiaad) 
Some alſo.among them. might, afrerthey were convinc'd by his Ar. 
guments, enquire, how the Dead were raiſed, and with what Body 
come they forth ? To-luch he ſaith, O.Fool, that which thou faweff 
5s not quickened except #t dye; and that which thou ſoneff, thou ſog- 
oft nor that Body that ſnall be, &-c, to the end of the Chapter. 
Andinoyy, {if 4hecurious.Enquirers of this Age would know fiir- 


ther, and _preſume- above what. js. written our of the Senſe and + 


Knowledge of the Holy Spirit, which moyed Holy Men to write, 


they are to be anſwered with Judgment and ſharp Reproof; for . 
the puffed up Spirit and buſte V.ind, which afpires to know much. 


before-hand, 'teads men to.neglect the doing that gaod which they 
alrealy-know;;. therefore” jt was very well ſaid by Gee, Whitehend, 
(hen the Diſpute was like to.continue aby: t 'theReſtrrettion) 


That it 'vould-be more profitable and neceſſary for People to tear 


aNiſcourſe'that may tend to inform. them, how they may be fitted 
and prepared to be.one of that number which ſhall ri'e_in-the Re- 


furreRion to.enjoy Everlaſting, Felicity, and to avoid the contrary ; 
- andnotiat preſent t9 contend about the Samereſs of the Body that 


ſhall riſe, and what Mattes and Form it ſhall have, and how ind 


"when theSou] and Bpdy-ſhall mect,.. ang. be united, and howrhey 
all be entertained. in;Heaven, &c. : About theſe things the vain. 
 Thavghtsand4maginations of men are many z and ſome that.count 


therſcives able to teach others,arc as jgnorant of the ReſurreCtion . 


»* as-Nicedemw wes. of the New.Burth.; Ang this boſe Mind, and un- 
* ſubjeted:Spirit,, whichlcarnsnot gt the Feet, 0 


of. Jeſtis, has great 
Conzcits and Imaginations. what pI one . old; in Genera- 

þ Thoulands of Years to.come ; 
but is ignorant and unacquainted with his Power at preſent, be- 


+ lievesIlntle of his Power and Abilityin,their own Particulars in this 
«3 preſent times. wherein they are to. know hjm by his Mighty Power 
2 to miſe them out of 'the Grgye of Sin, and give them Victory 


over - 
. 


27651 3% OtT 37; on faat; (293-51. NMUSETHID IC et, 1 
convince then. of their grofs- Ignorance (1 Cor, t5,) If there be 
mo Reſurredtion of thi Dead, they 15-n0t Chriſt riſen ; To on to the: . 
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1s of more abſolute Nece 


——— FO 


hat walk if the Light, in "which God:dwells, know, DAY of his 
Mind ; Howeyer, thou _mayſt read in the Holy ' Scriptures of - 
God's Loveand Care for the Hearben, in m giving A ove- 
nant of Light ro enlighten the Gertiles,. and to. be his, vation 0 


_.the Ends of the Earth ; 'and'that he wilt give him the Hethes Pr 
his Inheritarice, and the Ends of the Earth for his Poſſeſſion : And : 


as ſonic Hegrben 'or Gentiles of old; 'who hadnotan outws ow / 
'condemned the Few by their. Righteobs- Converſations, by vertte 
of God's inward. Law in their” Hearts-z/-ſv, many called Z — 
'now, will riieup in Judgment againſttitular Chr;f1ans,; And Tl, 
| oy more coll or caſſein the Day of Tuſigment for uch Gemilep.. 
.theh fort oft. © © 


[ his no Knoawtubve «f theit future Eftate, ) 41 1. 
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dies God: will raiſe i6' the Lat Da 
and entertain the Sofil und Body'i 'Hexve | be; 
more. Oar Yo art Sent i! YoaZ 
that know God do believei in him, a | "8 rel 

26 es pp. their Bodies, Sodls and Spi Into his Hand in. 4 
World, and.ih that which is to come alſo;; and have ngdeuke bus "IF 
he will provide wel for: them, "if "they perſevergin well | dojngyho þ. 
the end. ' 191117 6] * 

itt; 

CE It erate in he's great Day oy Faclrment God. 
yay.rcceivethe Hearhen to Gloy 3 but it 5 mbrethentheybuow | 
"whether he will or ih;> For choſe People that have not the' Scrip- 
'tnyes amons them 3 an Tanda, have 29. Eniwtath "of then #h 


Tare E fate. | : 


. Anſws, "Whit God will do with te HF, it PREIT. *. 
' knowelt not, but art in thy Thoughts, qr may bees. about it : 


And thou yet, Wherk the Sevipharys are not mmG i hrs 


Inthis thou ſpeaks buta Concer ciejvination pf thy 0 wr 
ſhewingthy Ignorance of the Forntain of all true: Knowledge 


there was Know: . 


among men neceſſary to Salyation before 
teh, and from this Knoulich the. Is 
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ren, {cared God befate the Scriggurgs. were written; 2 
kiew him before they feared him : And ſome talked and walked 


with God before the Scripttres'were writ : _4brahan: was a Friend 
of God, and ſaw Chriſt's Day,. and: this,is Eternal.Life ;. ſo ſuch | 
knew their future Eſtate ; for Eternal Life includes a furvre Eftate: 


Atid God is the fame, and Chriſt is the fame; and as he hath revea- 


led himſelf before the Scriptures were ; fo he is as able, _ready, and }.. 
willing to reveal himſelf, now the Scriptures are, and where the ' 
Scripturesare not, an1 when they ſhall be no more ; for they were 


not-from Eternity, neither will they continue to Eternity : And 


were written.; andthe'Se. 


thoſe that had the Scriptures in former Ages, and wanted the true 


Knowledge of God, which was before the Scriptures were, knew 
reither the Scriptures nor the Power of God,. nor their own Eſtates 
at that time, nor their future Eſtates, but were ignorant_of both ; 
yet could boaſt of the Scriptures, as thou and many do now, and 


call themſelves Children of Abraham; and ſay, that God was _ 


their Father ;* though he of whomthe Scriptures, teſtified (whom 


whoſe Works they did. - ' 


Sothov and all may ſec, that the Scriptures did not give them a 
true Knowledge of their preſent nor future Eftatc, though 'tis ſaid, 
they read them every Sabbath Day,ang were as conver/ant'in them _ 


_ _— 


as many Sets in Chriſtendom are now, qnd thought to have Eter- _ 


God Were with men before the Scriptures were writ; and when. 
they were writ,” men that had them were void of the Underſtan- 
ding or trye Knowledge of them: as it hath been, ſo it, may be, 


_ anJ'is now; men may talk much of the Scriptures with their 


m they bore wit- 


_ nal Life in them, and cryed them up and mageutied them, while _ 
" they cryed him'down, and crucified him of ,wh 

. nels, and from whom they proceeded. _- | 
_ $0 tis very evident, that the trac Knowledge,Fear and Secrets pf - 


4 


Tongues, and oy hom: Bible in their Pockets, and yet the Devil . 


may£cule in'their Hearts. 
And People e5,enor _ 
them,” may.be nearer the Kingdom of. Heaventhen ſome thathave 


* "them; as fome Heather, who had not Xoſes's Lawgdid by PU, 
ns + ,: ® as þ a 4 pu | 42 : e 


that have not the. Scriptures,enor neyer heard of - 


he thirigs contained int 
written int their Hearts , 
fay and affirm, That"God 


_ Opinion. 4 tht Light in men could never reach themgdife 
cover or reveal untothem, That Chriſt. was bora. of a Virs 
gin, and thathe-ſutfered,&c, 1t ney tell they, that Blef.  ® 
phemy and Drankennefs, © c. #s Sin, but copld never tell that, * | 
Ged would ſave them,. p43 Soo 

Anſw. Thee are Thoughts and Imagmations of: wnHead . 
and ſhew thy Ignorance and Unbelicf of yg God and .: ''} 
Chrift in men, and the Operation of 'it in thoſe that do.believe, «| 

Lye and walk init(and indeed no other knows the Efficacious'Pow- * © 

er and Vertue ofit to. their Salvation, though they may and ſhall to” *= 

their Condemnation) for was it not the Light of -God in nign; that” "430 

ſhewed them, that Chriſt was to-be born of a Virgin, andthat told ; 

ſome the very.placey. where alſo, long, before the time; ab why. I - 
may..not the-tame Light ſhew things thatare paſt, 'as wellas things = 
tocome ? To whom this Light did not reveal himwhenhecames _ * - 
they could nos know him, but to6Rhinito be the Carpenter'sSon,/.” 
-and ſome" ſaid one. thing, and ſome ariotherofhim: thongh they” +5 
had the written Prophecies in the 4 bo ptures concerning him.” +5 oh 
yet they were as ignorant of him (as he was the' Chriſt of God). as; . .? 
. toi them, That they neither kyew kim nor bis Pather, '** + mo. 
 Andit was by the Light of God and Spirit ofRevelationin that - 
day, and nor by the ToOeneh, Fae by ine 20 the NN >. 
ledge of him; Fleſh and Blo did fot reveal him::*Many that _ 
talked and walked, cat and dratk with him, and ſaw his Mighty - 
/orks and Miracles, did not fee him,*ndr know bins, nor the , 
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' Power of: his Father, which wrought in him" Andthis th 
Scripturcs,. whom we dearly own and honour in their® 


-full vimels $0, andttic fame yaw, "He that can revive 


0 
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Fs. * 


a 


' wounteth and killeth, is the ſame, -or one with him, which con- 


_ ” "the Evangelical Apoſtle Fob:,who ſaid, That Chriſt s the true Light, 


IS, The Grace of God which brings Saluation;hath appear dtoall men; 


'S his Wiſdom and Power, to enable men tochule Life and Go ;-and 
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- And theTame Light which convinceth- People that Blaſphemy 

ad Drunkennefs is Sin, -is no leſs). nor no other, then the Spirit of 

Truth; which Chriſt promiſed-to ſend, which ſhould convince the 

World of Sin, Righteouſneſs and Judgment ; . and this 1s the Con- 
demnation of the World, in whom this Light ſhineth, appeareth / 
and convinceth, that they do not leve this Light, gor believein - 
this Light, : nor bring their Deeds unto it; ſo they never know it 

lead them to their Saviour, f. om whence it comes ; *and/ſo know 

not that the Reproofs of a Friend are better then the Kiſſes of -an 

Enemy ; or that that which *convinceth,* reproveth, fmiteth, 


verteth, reformeth, healeth, bindeth up and maketh alive : ' So 
: through Unbelief and Diſobedience man brings Deſtration upon 
'timſelf; and God and Chriſt is clear of the Bloodof all Men, 


Opinion. ' 7 do deay that every mart ts lirhted with the Light 
of Chriſt , for the Scripture ſaith, That maty are in Dark- 
*neſs,- and ſtumble, becauſe there is no Light in them, 


Anſw. Thy Denyal or Unbelief is contrary to the Teſtimony of 


. which lsghteth every man coming intothe World, Fob .1. 9, Aplamer 
? Proof if Scripture will ſerve,need not be ſuught for. Anoth:r like it 


the true Chriſtians were tau? ht vy it; others walked de(prg fully to the 
- Spirit of Grace,and turned from it into W-ntonneF. Alſo, 4 Manife - 

\ ſtation of theS pirit is given to every man to profit withal ; One Talent 
at leaſt is given to improve, though Thouſands anſwer not the End 
- of the Lord, who is the Giyer thereof : Life and Death,. Good and 

\Evil is {et before all men; 8nd the Lord is preſent and ready with / 


-to.eſchew Death and Evil, : ; O97 7 w | 
'., But how men are ſaid to be Darkneſs,” and towalk in it, .not- | 
- withftanding,the Truc Lig! t ſhines in them, is a Myſtery tothe * 

. cunning. Wit of men, Which cannot comprehend the Poſſibility - 
hy IE are ready to cty out, If all arelighted with the Light . 
of Chriſt, which is in it ſelf i ſaving Liobr,' then whyare nativl 
j.anen ſaved? If all have a meaſure of this Licht mikerm, how'ehn 
Ho any 
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any be ſaid 10 be DavkaeS? Ard if this Light iwit flf bs Saffcient. 
| m—__ the true Teacher, "what need hath Chriff to 4, 3 
rneſtry ?and what's thi End of your Preaching,and Pre f Book bs 0 
*c. if all men have 4 Light ſufficient in them ? This hath heenthe 2 
IT, of the Spirit of this World, which. favours not the Things of © + 
Now ſuch Miniſters which Chriſt ſent and ſends forth, were and © 
are {ent to openthe Eyes of the Genr:/es, and to turn their M nc s 
from the Darkneſs to the Light, and from the Power of Satan to - ; 
the Power of God,that they might receive Forgivenels of Sinz..and IF 
Inheritance among he Saints, &c. Pl 
They had Eyes before; though ſhut-; and Light before, though _.** 
their Minds were not turned to it, nor exerciſed by it, but by the ©: 
| Darkneſs, and by the Power of Satan; and-ſo walking .in this _ - 
" Davkneſs, they ſtumbled ; - and Mankind being' in this State, yoyn- 
ed. to the Power of Satan and to Darkneſs, is called Darkneſs, 
notwithſtanding the Light ſhines.in it (as the holy-Scriptures fully 
' evidence.) > * ; PS 
Now this Darkneſs and Power of Satan was andis inward, within * 
People; and this Light and Power of God was alo inward, with- | 
* in People : For it would be very abſurd and ridiculous:to imagil 
- thar Chriſt's Miniſters wereſent to-turn the Minds of People from 
outward Darkneſs to an outward Light; the Darkneſs and Pow- 
cr of Satan was ſpiritnal and inward, and the Light and Power. of 
 God' was ſpirit:al and inward, and the pure Mind they. were to 
ſtir up, was within People. Re Os. * 
Now though they walked in Darkneſs, and ſayin the Regidn and 
- ' Shadow of Death, and ſat no Light, by Reaſon that the Þye. was 
ſhut c4 the Mind turned another Way : though it was nifh," they 
did riot ſee it, ſo as to have. the Benefit cf it, or to telieve in it, 
becau'e the Clouds of Error, Ignorance and Unbelicf,, were-1o - 
thick:and groſs/in them,that thovgh the Light ſhined ſo far. in them, 
as to convince and reprove them forEvil; yet they could not com- 
© prehend it, or believe in it as a Light,'in;that: State ; but rather ac- 
| remark: Darkneſs, and. Darkne's Light. (asYhany in this 
ge do. "A | 4 ths 
Now when this: Light ſkined ont of . Darkneſs, ang, 0 perf 
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ECT ion. , cv -. 
” the Clouſs indgroſs Fogs that were before their Underſtandings, 
- bymecansof = Maiſtey then begun the Work of Regene- 
- - ration; theft they became as new-born Bakes, deſiring the fincere 
Mikof the Word ; then the Work of Chrilt's Minilters was, 5gs 
'Fathersto cheriſh theniand feed chem with ;Food convenient, and 
as it were lead them by the Hand till my grew ftrong Men; &c. 
And ro effett'nis, they travelled ameng them, from City to Ci 
and from one Country 'to another, to- confirtn them and eftablif 
- them in the Light, Poxver and holy Truth, or Goſpel of Chriſt Je- 
fus,” which their Minds were turned to, __ ., «4 
And this is the Work and En4 of Chriſt's Miniſtry'now, which 
weare made Partakers of; And this is the End we have'in-ari- 
og Fracing and preaching : for though all have one Talent: at 
leaſt; yet Exhortation is needed, that Improvement may be made 
"according to the Ability given ; and that Men-receive the Grace and 
Love that s tentered, and'make uſc of the Means mo and ap- 
"Pointed of God to lead to Sal vation : and this was, andi; the Work 
of the Miniſtry, even to perſwade Men to be reconcited to God, 
who is Light, and dwells in the Light, and ts not far from every 
One, 45 af ight ready to lead thera out of the Paths of Darkneſs, 
though till their Minds are turned from the-Darkneſs;to which they 
: we joyned, andin which they walk 'aud dwell, they cannot ſec 


"Opinion. That the Light which lizhteth every man ts wot 
the Light of Chriſt, yet t @ a Divine Light. 


"Thiwis a"Piccc of Ignorance and C6ntradidtion not of 'the 'ealt 
Maguitude : It is common with the Builders of A73/7er Babylon 
grolly to err and miſtake, and be confuſed in their Language {, and 
' the clamorous Woman pulls down her Houſe with ber own hands] 
What ! Grant that every man is lighted with a Divine Light, but 

not with the Light of Chriſt? How many ſorts of Divine Lightare 
there? Iggot the Lighr of Chriſt Divine ? Whatthou mayſt form 
as a cunning Artificer,, by way of Argument to: prove this Nice, 
; Carnal, Corrupt Diſtintion, will prove like a Caſtle built inthe 
Air, or vain Imagination, and fall upon the Headof hin that builds 
| '4- 5 
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Holy Men, a :Preſident for the like Dodrine ;_ '{s for oughr 
- I know he tay be called'the Father of this Vain Conceit or 
Opinion, "There i .4 Natwral Light in all men, which ma | 
| ſhew them Sin, and this Natural Light is Diviney, otevery * 


Gift of Godis periet ; therefore Divine, "a 
| ; | ; AnſiThis Conceit or Opinion differs not.much from the former; : 
=. * _ only inthis. thou acknowledgelt that this LigKkt wherewith every _ _ 


man is lighred, is able to ſhew or convince men,-that Sin is Sin * 
now what that .is that makes manifeſt and convincerh of Sm, the 
| Scriptures bear witne's in that of Fohn, Chap. 16. That which 
Cconvinceth the World of Si, 0c... 6 the Baints Comforter, even the 
, Spirit of Truth ;, it hath many Names inthe Hoy Scriptures, bue 
"1s one thing : So this Ligrt, which is Divine, Holy, Heavenly 
| and Spiritual, is one with the Spirit « f Truth.in Nature and _— 
ration, and is the Gift of God to all men, though ſome rebel a- 
vainft it; and hath Power in it, not on'y to ſhew and convince of 
Sin, but to deſtroy Sin, and convert to God thole that love its Ap- 
pearance and turn at ifs Reproof. I perceive thou haſt read, Thet 
every Gift of God s Perfett, and that the Light « the Gift of Ged, 
therefore Perfect and Divine ; thou hadſt better know it io, and 
= | prove. 
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prov itby the Experience of its Vertue and Operation iathy {clf; -- 
the \by ke Ehoaa then thoy. inighteſtbe-atruc WitneG of , ; 
Divine Perfe&io ; till then however'l will take thy Argument. . 
for as good g Proof 'as thou cant give, that the J,ight is Perfect.” 
and Divine, AY O47 0 I Fs ber EE I > £ a, © 275. Bi 

2. A MC, ; * 

Opinioa, | Mex. 9949. fin out a'l Senfe-of Sins andbecome..... 
Darkneſi, and have no Light in them, E:6 | 


Anrſ#. Mer, through long Cuſtom: of finning. may havetheir. 
Hearts hardene1 to. fhat Degree that they may be compared to a 
Stone; and toa Deaf Adder, which will not hear the Voice ofthe. 
Charmer, &c. And men may beſo ignorant of the Law and Mind: . 
of God (even while they profeſs him) that they. may. think they 
dohim =_ Service, while they are ſerving the Devil and doing 
his Work (yet there is Means of Redemption, an4.a Polfibility 
of Deliverance appointeJ of God out of this State ; and rhe ito-. 
uy Heart may by it be mae ſoft, and become: changed into a Heart 
of Fleſh, andthe deaf Ear and Eye may be unſtepped, anl the 
tgnorartunſepfible ſpirit. remoyed and done away) and.this State is | 
vp6n men while the Light ſhines ip Darkneſs, which Darkneſs 
they are, and cannot comprehendit, &. © oo 

But now, after the Light comes to ſhine out of Darknefs, and 
men come to receive it, and for a tim? to walk init,. an4 tobe {o 
enlightened by it as that they may in ſome mzaſure know God, and 
Jeſus Chrift, which he hath ſent, which is Eternal Life, -andmmy 
taſte of the Power of the World to come, and.witne'$ a Tranſlars, | 
on from Death to Life, and from Darkneſs to.Light, andaclean... . 
ſing from the Pollutions of the World, over which their Faith in | 
Chrilt had given them Victory, and their Houſe may be ſweptand , 
garniſhed,&c, yet after all this, tte; may fa'l into.a wor'e Ekate 
then that above m-ntioneJ, ot of waich they may never come t@ 

witneſs Redemption nor Deliverance ; ſeeing after they knew God, 
thzy did not like to retain the Knowledge of him, nor to Glortie 
him as God; And ſeeing they make ſhipwra-k of Fait1 and a good 
Contience, and turn like the Dog and Swine to the Mire anJ: 
Vomit again, and crucifie to themſeives the Son of God a- 


freſh, and for want 'of Watchfulneſs let ſeyen worſe Devils etch 
oh | | 8 . the 
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fuch chat are compared to Trees twice dead; plncked up by the + | 
Roots; and their Conſciences are ſaid tobe {cared as with a hot1- .. 
ron, &c. for ſuch its ſaid, there remains no more Sacrifice for Sin : 
this Eſtate; is lamentable, and little ſhort - of the utmoſt Hell; © 
ſecing the Spirit of God hath” ceaſed ftriving with ſuch for their - 
Salvation, andthat which they hate will be their;Gond: mnnation 
And there is nohe that overdid' or ſhall fin themſelyes into ſuch 
a ſtate of Hardneſs and Ugſenſibleneis, as that theygſhall not-- 
feel the Reward of Sin ſgoner or later 3 neither ſhall they eſca 
the Biting or Gnawing of that Worm that neverdyes, nor the .- 
Suiſh of that Fire which he Breath of the-Lord'kindles ;- if 
the Wicked, that hate the Light,* could dwell in-fuch Darkneſs, ' . 7 
b where the Light could not find them, or if-they could deſtroy this--- 
Gnawing Woxm, and. extinguiſh or put out this Fire which the / 4 
* of God kindles, then ſhould their Senhbleneis of Pain and*- 


7 


T7 AnPuiſh for Sin be at an end but as they cannot do the one;ſo they - 
” cannot eſcape the'orher. The Wages of Sin uw Death ; even ady-- 
| ing Death, aſehſible Death, where the Gnawing Worm: will be + 
| fe and the Wicked ſhall be able to lift up their Eyes in-Hell, as-- 
| Dives did (when he ſaw Zararwin Abraham's Boſom) and cry for * 
Help in-the Sence of their Torment when it.is too late, the Gulf. 
being fixed, &c,_ | . 


T1 Opinion., The Sun may ſhine, and ſome men may ſhut their® 
| Eyes, and will not ſee it 5 and ſome are blind, aud cannat fee it : 
| Are they th:refore enlightned by ut ? So likewiſe,&c. 


. Anſw, - The Strength of this Opinion of thine by way of Si-- 
miles] take to be thus ; That though the Son doth ſhine, yet ſome- 
are.not willing, and tome are not able to ſee the Light of it,” and &@. 
are not or will not be lighted by it ; and from hence wouldfſt con- 
clude (notwithſtanding thy former Conceſſion, .viz. That every 
man ts lighred wth a Droine Light) That ſome m:n — no Light 
inthem, nor are not ma C apacuty to receruve Bent fit 'y the Liobs be- 
cauje blind; Az:d others will not Come out of the dark, Cills of the, - + © 
Earthywhere they have zaken vp ther Hab:ta; ion to behold it. _ *. 

| ow p: 
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Now the Scriptures : a ro 
* ſaw Chriſt, the Giſt of pe ae was of the Gentiles, arid 
- to be his Salvationto the Ends of the Ea lis 
' Call to all the Ends of the Earth,to look unto him'and be ſaved; arid 
- the Gentsles and Ends of the- Earth looking unto him, have had, 
-- have, and may have Salvation by him : And the Lord defires not 
' Nor wills not the Death of him thar dyes,” nor the Blindneſs of him 


| where to Repent nath aff | | c ſuf 
\ fitient to enable them fo to dog” if they would believe in itand o- 
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bear witneſs, That the Scers or Prophets 
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thatis blind ; but would have all men walk in theLight, and come 
to the Knowledge of his Truth and be ſaved: He bids or com- 
mands no Wick to' Hear, Sce or Walk, when he hath 'tiot given 
them Ears, Eyes and Ability ſo todo: Hecalls to all men ever 


nt; and he hath affordgd them Light and Grace ſi 


bey it: "He ſhuts no man's Eyes, neither is he the Author of any 
man's Blindneſs, Wilfulne's and Stubbornneſs : It's man's own Sin 


- that ſeparates man from his Maker; and blinds his Eye, and ſtreng- 
' thens his Will, that he carmot and will not Teethe Light whenwt 


ſhines in him; {ſo 2s to be faved by it, and to walKin.it; though he 


| hath jp this blind ſinful State ſo much Sight, Senſe 'and Knowledge 


of it; as to feel its Reproofs and Convictions. (Zobr: 3. 20.) Soe- 
very one that doth Evil hates the Light, and cometh not to it, I*ft hut 


- Deeds ſhould be reproved ; yet the Light comethtoſuch.and follows 


ſech, and finds them outs as*it did Adam in the begidnitg, And 


' none can be faid to hate that which they have not, nor never had 


no Senſe nor Knowledge of, nor be juſtly 'reprehended for not 


loving it, and not coming to it, and not bringing their Deeds to 


it, if they have not Ability, or arenotin a Capacity ſo todo. 
Therefore thy comparing Natural things with Spiritual will not _ 
hold true every way, nor thy Concluſions therefrom : Some indeed 


are ſaid to ſtop their Ears,and to cloſe fheir Eyes,and to ſtumble and 
' grope like blind men fer theWall,yet God is not theAuthor of this, 


neither did he make Mankind in this Eſtate ; butthisis come upon 
himthrough his own Tranſgreſſion and Diſobedicnce to the Law , 
which isLight,which was beforeBooks or anoutward Lai was writ- 


' ten, which whiſe he obeyed and walked in,he enjoycd the Preſence 
| of God who gave it, andlived in — of his Countenance ; 
«put when he tragſgreſſcd, he dyed as to thi 


t Enjoyment (though 
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| be lived and remained in the i as 2 man) and hcre began Man- 
kind to hate the Light, and to walk in Darkneſs, and to endea- 
; vour to hide him'elf-for Fear, and to cover his own Nakedne-s 
| is with the Works of his own Pands : Now was laid the Foundati- 
<1 of all Self-Will, Self Works, S:tf Rig teovine's, Self-Fnow- _ 
Izdge and Imaginat'en; fronr this Foundation C' riſt, the Lamb 
of God, was ain (he that reads let him underſtand.) Aud:Man+ 
kind in this Eſtate is accounted Deal, Ieaf, Blind and Naked, 
becau'c that. ife, Eye, Ear,and Covering he hath, 15 of his own or- 
__ Cering and making; and he is truly Dead, whil- Fe thinks he 
I 'Lives; | eaf and Blind, while he thinks te Hears and Sees; and 
Naked, n tv.ittiſtancing his InventeJl Actificial Covefings : And 
F arkneis he may truly be called, notwitkſtancirg theres a Lrgt t 
tl at {Fineth in im in this Dead, Dark ard Blind Eſtate, where- 
with alſo he'ts liphted in forme weaſi re, aid by it may ſee tis loft 
'Eftare.. EE 7 , 
Ani Mankind in Tran greſhon may Fearthe Voice of God now; 
as dam 1d in the beginning ; bur how men do hear the Voice of 
Ged while Siimers; and how they are aftaid of his Appearance 
or Preſence; and how Light ſhines in Dari neſs,” tho: gh Narkne(s 
comprehends it net ; andhow mcn ate lighted with; a faving Light 
of Chriſt, and yet walk in Darkneſs, and are not faved by it; and 
how the Word is as Milk and Honey, and Bread to ome, and as a 
| Hammer.Fire and Sword to others.is a Myitery to the carnal Mind, 
thorgh plain to the Ctildren of Light,and evidently declared in the 
Holy Scriptures. | 
For the ſame'Light which is the Condemnation of the World, 
| (whom it lighteth) which it hates, and believes not in, is the Sal- 
F vation of tho'e that believe, love and walk in it, - Now tat u hich 
ff - lcads men to do the Will of Chriſt, gives them the Knowledge'sf 
] his DcCtrine, and reveals his Secrets tothe z but the Wite- and 
Prudcnt in the (elffh 'er.fual Widom, which believes nct in the 


F Light of 'Chrit, wherewith every man is ligt ted, remains 1890- 
rant thereof. | 0 
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Opinion. 1 will ſtick by the- preſent Tra»flation of the 
New Teſtament, which was effetFed by Twenty or Thirty Lear- 
red Wiſe Men, by the King's Antbority z, and if I underſtood 
Greek never ſo well, it would be unmannerly to contraditt 
th:m. LT | 


Anſw. Surely if thou hadit been ſo-mannerly, and 'o full of 
Reverence and Reſpect to Learned Wiſe Men, who were counte- 
nanced with the National Authority when thon firſt tookeſt up .. 
thy Reſigion, or turned Baprif# (and thereby contradited the O. 
Finions and Meanings of more then Twenty, or Thirty Wie Lear- 
ned Men, who in their Wiſdoms had ſetled Chucch-Government. . 
8nd Doctrine, as they thovght, according to the Scriptures) thou 

- weuldſt never have adventured to queſtion their Work, though 
thou knewelt better things : 1 judge thou hadſt more fincerity,Zeal - 
and Knowledge then, and leſs of this kind of Mannerlineſs, when _ 
thou didſt judge they erred in their Meanings. put upon the Scrip-. 
tures tranſlated, though they were reputed Learned and Wiſe, And. ; 
why may not the Tranſlators commit an Error ato,, and be ſhort .. 
in giving every Word its full Signification, according to the Mind 
of the Spirit from whence it came, though the King's Authority 
be with them? Doth the Knowledge of Naturivl Tongues make 
men Infallible ? May not a Peter and Fob, who know not a Let- 
ter, know the Mind of the Spirit in the Scriptures ? of underſtand 
r:em better then the Scribes, Fhariſers and Hypcerites ?, | 

Indeed Fercmiah, I muſt tell thee, This Mannerlineſs would have 
kept thec ont of thy Religion; and will now, if thou follow it, 
lead thee to out-live it, or to differ nothing frem thoſe thou comeſt - 
out from, but in Name and Profeſſion only. 


Opinion. The *Lieht that is come into the World was de-- 
ſigned of God to enlighten eacry man, but Thouſanis are not . 
enlightened byit. TR 
nſw, Its ſomething that thou granteſt ſo much Truth, viz. 


C - That . 


_ 
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That God deſigned all men a Benefit by the Eight, though Thou- 
ſands receive it not : 'Tis true,the Love of God is Univerſal; and his 
Call is to all men my where to Repent; and his Goſpel, which 
Paul was « Miniſter of (C4. 1.23,) was and is preached in every 
Creatvre under Heaven ; his Sun ſhines and his Rain falls upon 
the Juſt and Unjuſt : But many, though they hear his Call, Re- 
pent not ; and though the Go'pel be ſounded in their Ear, obey it 
not; and the Wicked may become like a. Parched Heath, that 
knows not when Good comes, though the Dew of Heaven de- 
ſcend upon it, and the Seed of the Kingdom be ſown in it, yetit 
grov's not to PerfeQtion : The Seed is ſown in Bad Ground, as well 
asin Good; and Chriſt is as truly the Light of the World, as he 
is the Light of the Saints, whoare clioſen out of the World © the 
Nifference is in its Operation; it reproves and condemns the 
World, becauſe its Deeds are Evil; and it juſtifies and conſolates 
' the Saints, who believe in it, and walk init,&c, 

| Now how it can be ſaid, that every man als = pm enlighten- 
ed withthe Light of Chriſt, netwithſtanding they remain Dark- 
neſs, feems a Riddle and Paradox to the Learned and Unlearned, 
Profeſſors and Prophane : And if that Scripture which ſaith, The 
Light ſkinid in the Dark: eſs, and the Darkneſs comprehended it not, 
cannot be underſtood, I cannot ſpeak plainer to this Spirit that 
ſtumbles at the Ligt t; For if Light ſhineth ina People, who were 
| and are Darkneis, how can 'it be ſaid that that People are not en- 
lightened by it, though they love the Darkneſs rather, and fo 
s ar Death and Darkneſs, and refuſe Life and Light : And how 
| can it be ſaid, That Mankind makes a Choice, except he hath ſome 
Knowledge of both ? So, which he joyneth to, and walketh in, 
' that he becomes a Child of, whether of Darkneſs or Light? And 
' the Condemnation of thoſe who hate the Light,and love the Dark- 
neſs, will be juſt, 'and God and Chriſt will be clear* in the Day' of - 
' his Judgment. 
Opinion. George Whitchead aud William Gibſon are” 
not enlightened with the' Light of Chriſt x thiugh I grant, that" 
there is Light in every man,which is Divine, yet not the Light 


of Chriſt. 
D2 Aſn, 


24)- | 
 Anf. If 7, Tv:s did ve ieve Cas Light,8 were obedient to the 
Eight of Chriſt, wherewithhe himelfis lighted,he would be of ano- * 
ther Mind, bur this ſ>re Evil is very nigh him4to conclzd "as the Jews . 
ard of Chr:ft in another Caſe, If this Man were of Ged he would k-ep the 
Sabbath (Joh.g.16.) So it ſzems to be in this Man s Ming, t » con- 
clude, thattheſe Mn are not enljghtned with the Light of Chriſt, 
b-cau'e they are not Pafr:j#:, as he is, and are not one with his Pro-. 
feſlion and Fellowſhip;; for it is the Natvre and Property of every. 
Sect, to mea'bre and judge all by their own narrow Spirits and No- 
ti9ns ; the Righteous met with this Mea'ure and Judgment in ail: 
Ages, from Abel to Zacharias, and from Zacharias to Fohn the 
Divir.e,and down to thisAge. M "Ititude of Examples _ be pro- , 
duced, and a Cloud of Witneſſes found throughout tne holy Scrip-. 
tures to witne's to this Thing. | | | 


But G.W. ani W.G, are not only men come into the Workd,. 
ani therefore hi;hted with the Lightof C wilt, according to the- 
Teſtimony of Fohn (the greateft Prophet that was born of a Wo-. 
man) but al'o are Men choſen ovt-of the World,. to bear Witneſs 
to the true Light, and have turned the Minds of many from Dars-. 
neſs to the true Light, in which they walk, and dwell, and are, 
Coildren of : Therefore thy Opinion or Conceit is judged to be. 
the Off-ſpring of that Dar«.neſs in which: thou dwelleſt, nor-vith + 
ſtandins thou talk of Light, and ſuppoſeſt thy ſelf to be a Child , 
of it; bh ſee whether the Spirit of God, or the Manifeſtation of 
it in thee bears Witne's to thy Spirit, that thou art.indeed what, 
thou thinkeſt and profeſſeſt thy (elf to be - This Counſel, if by thee . 
taken can do thee no Harm, As to the latte- part of this Notion, I, 


= 


have ſpoken to.italready. 


Opinion. 7 4-py that the Lizht of God « one with the Light; 
of Chriſt . th- Father and Son ore Relatives, but not one ; the- 
fochrof the Father, Son «nd Spirit are Divine, but not one. 


If thou hadſt the Mind of Chriſt, as the primitive Coriftians had, 


thou wouldſt not ſpeak after this manner : Chriſt's. Teſtimony was, 


(Zobn 14. 9,10,11.) Tyat he and hu Father were one(And what hg. 
nifies thy Denyal?) And chat the Father was in hum, and he tn the 
Father. And Fohn's witneflcth (Fohn 1.) That the World was _ 


'25 « Þ) ae” 
by him, ard without him was nothing made that 44 made : And he 
was in the Beginning with; the Father from Everlaſting ; glorified 
with the Father before the World began; manife ſted in the fulnefs of 
time in a preparcd. Bedy;, but-was before it, and {ecn and propheſied 
of by the Evangelical Prophet //aiabto be thc Wonderful Comnf: bor, 
the Mrghty Gd, the Everlaſting Father, the Prince of Peace, che E- 
manuel,6od with us. In the'e Scriptures their Names are onc,their 
Work on«,their Nature ore ; then. how comes their Light to be 1woz 
and yet both Dine ? And they are {uch Relatives as differ more in 
ante ſtation anc D.ſpcnſation, then in Lz-ht, Lifc, Nature and 
Being ; butthe'e things are too high for thee ; for what thou know- 
eſt of them is Natural and Traditional,and had thou Acquaintance 
with a Meaſure of the ſame S pirit of Prephecy which was in J/« 1ahy 
thou wbuldſt be aſhamed of thy nice- and carnal DiſtinCtions ; yet 
the leaſt inthe Kingdom is greater then he. 


Opinion. That which # Divine in Cod, becomes Natural 
when given to men, | 


Anſw, I know not but thou mayſt be'called the Father of this 
Whin ſey or Vain Conceit. Whither will the Deceitfulne $ of thy 
fooliſh Heart carry thee ? Tis trong Deluſion indeed to believe 
Lyes to centrary to Scripture and Right Reaſon, Where didſt thou 
learn, that the Gifts of Grady, whithare Ferfe&t, Dwvine ard V p37 4- 

tual, become Natural when given to Men ? I ſuppoſe by menthou 
meanſt not «ll men, but wicked mer, and not the -righreoxs;" that 
would be groſs.and-ab/urd indeed; ſo I am willing to take thy 
Notion by the beſt End: But what Scripture is thy Rule for this ? 
Did rhe T alert the Sloathful Man had given him change its Na+ 
ture and Property by being ty'd up and hid in the Farth ? Did his *. 
Good Spirit, which he gave to thoſe that rebell'd againſt it, become - 
Natural ? Doth the Light, which is the Gift of God, and Spirits 
al, whic ſhineth in Darkneſs, become Natural or Darkneis in it 
ſelf, or alter its Nature and Property.? Doth the Spirit of Truth, 
which Chriſt fends to Comfort his Diſciples, and to convince and 
reprove the World for Sin, change its Nature from being the Spirit 
of Truth, becauſe ent and given into te World?Surely thou mayſt . 
ket a vain Imagination of thy own Head;t!.at neither the Scriptures | 


(thy ' 


& (66): = 
" Yhy pretended Rule) nor thy own Experience can juſtific : Tor that 
holy Manifeſtation of the Spirit in thee, which ſearcheth thy Heart, 
: _ tryeth thy Reias, confenteth not to thy vain T boxehrs, 
qdle Words and ſinful Ations, is the Gift of God to thee, and is 
perfett, pure, drvine and ſpiritual, and hath kept its Nature pure and 
uncorrupt;. and wilt remain ſo, as a Witneſs for Gcd againſt thee, if 
thou joyn not to it, and breome one with it, and ſo be born of it ; This 


- is the Word of Truth to thee,whether thou wilt receive it,or no. 


Opinion. - Some in the Werld are without Chriſt; there- 
." fore ſome in the World are without the Light of Chriſt. 


Anſw. This ts anſwered already -in what goes before, yet a few 
words more : Chriſt is faid to ſtand at the Door of mens Hearts 
and Knock ; -Is not the Door of men's Hearts within them ? And 
if he ſtands there, the is not far off them ; = they not opening to 
him, are ſaid, and that truly, to be without him, and in the World.; 
and they do-not-know that Chriſt is in them, therefore they ate 
Reprobates: Yet in this ſtate of being without Chriſbin the World, 
4n Darkneſs and Reprobatisn, the true Light ſhineth, as hath beeu 
already ſignified at large ; an1 the Darkneſs is ſo far enlightened by 
it, asthat the Worker of Iniquity-catinot hide himſelf. 

And though ſome are without God in the'Worid,yet God is not 
ſo far without them, but that he ſearcheth their Hearts, and trycth 
their Reins,and ſheweth unto man his Thoughts, and God & Chriſt 
is in.the World ; but this is the Miſery of the World, that it knows 
hinnot, Bleſſed arethoſe that believe in the Light, which revea- 
leth him, and leads tothe Knowledge of him, in whom are hid all 
the Treaſures of Wiſdom and Knowledge ; to whom: be Glory 
farever, Amen. 
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Foraſmuch as 7. Ives and ſome others judge we 
uc more Weizht, and ſtrain that Saying in 
the fi it of John, verl. the-gth, beyond what... 
ic.is able to bear, this following iz-added. 


| Ur Proof of what we affirm in-matter of Doctrine, is - 
not from the Etymology of Words, nor barely from .. 

"rhe Teſtimony. of the Holy Men recorded inthe holy .. 
Scriptures, though they bear witneſs thereto : - And our Doftrine,. 
Practices and whole Converſation {as we-walk in that Light, . 
Grace and Spirit of God, from whence holy Men wrote them). 
is born witneſs unto by them ; and. therein we have Unity with the - 
Holy Scriptures, and receive the Comfort of them, t-ey being; - 
Mitten for our Learning,, who have believed :n and. received the. - 
Gift of God, of. whom. they teſtifie. -. | WY 

And others, who receive not this Gift of God, though they may. - 
read and profefs the Scriptures, -and cry them up in words,&c.. yet - 
have they not Unity with them, nor with the Spirits of tho;e Jult: * 
Men that wrote them.; neither do receive the Coinfort of. them, -. 
nor are learned. and made wile unto Salvation by them : This isa, 
Word of Truth, that may. and doth concern all Sets in Chrifter 
4om to confider, r_ : : — cad J : 

And that we do not over-ſtrain the Words of Fobn's Teftimony: - 
in the firſt Chapter and gth Verſe,” when welay, write, print. and 
preach, Lighten, Enlighten, Enlightenerth or Giverh Light to every 
man coming into the World; I have here ſet before thee how that 
Verſe is read in divers Natural Tongues or Languages. 

The Latin Verlion to the Syriack hath it thus-(the Syriack, word 
is Manhar). Erat enim & lux veritatis que illuminat emnem ho- 
minem venientem n mundum. 

The Engliſh, Fer even he was the Light of Truth, which enligh- 
teneth every man.that cometh into the World, 

| The . 
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© Dre Latin Verſionto the PLrſiqch tl.us, Lux vera tenit unicntq; 24.0 
| 77 "1 7: do cſÞ lumen prebeat, 0 

"Thus in Egl:ſh, The true Light is come to give Light to every one 
that i s in the Word 

- Eltas Huter in his Woavum Ti ftamentww H ir mo0#;Cunty Ut erh the 
| word Ileminat Enligiteneth. 

And in SD. &ion47 3 the Creck word 1 ls oli? \'; Photizsin, to 

grove L:gh; or lghten. 

The Hebrew word is vw>, Haer, «to give Lighr or lighter, 

The High Duct, Leuchten, ty 7:VE L: :oht ot lighter, 
T x7 Heir, 
Fert2 ,kytl; C piphainein, 
-Illunninare, 

. H'eh-Datch—Erleuchten, 

In the Arabick thus, Neg; vero erat #3/e lux, lid ut tcſtaretuy 
lumin.s,qued erat lumen verum quod lunt;at emiies vortintm, Tie 7 
word is { Paltjo ] :H{umirat, ernliobreneth, or doth enbighten, or g1- 1 
veth Light. 

: In Engl:jh thus;Nrither was be himſelf the Light but that he mu | 
witneſs to the Light, _ was the rrue Light which enkis hrencth, l 
Every man. 

+The Ethiopu k-has it rides (the word-is Zajabarh) Et u«|Þ lux ju-. 
ftitie que illeminat or. m heominem vertcntem wamurdum, 

- In Engliſh, Ad he is the Light of Righteouſneſs which enlighten- | 
ah orautn :rluhtene very main that cometh into the World. - 

. Multitude's of Examples might be produced out of other Tranf. * 
lations, but fi: ficient being extant already by another Pen, I for. 
bear to enlarge. . 

I have ravelied in Exrope, Africa and America, and never mct 
with: any Pricſt or other (except one called a Baptiſt in Rhcd-1ſlai.d 
in Ncw- Enzlana) that made any Cavil or Contention about uling 
the word exlic hten, or enlighreneth or grveth Light,&c, inſtead of 


liehteth, 
Fe Fo 


{0 Extgiren, 
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THE END, 


